
Did you know that fans were used for silent conversation?
Young ladies used fans to communicate with gentlemen
when they had company, or could not speak freely.

Discover the secret language of fans and make a 
fan-tastic one of your own at home.  

The brisé fan first came from China
or Japan. They were made of
something light such as wood, ivory,
horn or tortoiseshell and were held
together with ribbon or cord. This
brisé fan is made from tortoiseshell
and is believed to have come from
the collection of Lady Barry who
lived at St. Leonard’s Hill, Windsor. 

Can you make up your own language
using the fan you make?

FAN-TASTIC

Visit www.windsormuseum.org.uk for more resources.

Brisé fan, tortoiseshell, about 1810

The language of fans

Object Number:  WNDRB : 1997.39.5

Fan open in left hand             Come and talk to me
Fan open in front of face         Follow me
Dropping fan                        We will be friends
Closed fan held on heart          You have won my heart
Drawing fan across the cheek    I love you 

http://windsormuseum.org.uk/


What you do:
1. Using scissors, cut a 15cm x 30cm strip from the paper.
Repeat on two more sheets. Glue them together at the
short ends to create a long strip.

2. Decorate your paper strip with felt tips or crayons on
both sides, or leave it plain and add cut-out designs (see
step 4).

3. With the shorter side in front of you, fold the paper
backwards and forwards making folds (a concertina) 1cm or
2cm wide. Trim one end to create a round or a point.

4. To make the cut-out patterns, close the paper folds
tightly and cut small shapes from either side. Take care not
to cut all the way across.

5. Cut two pieces of card 20cm x 2cm and decorate them
on one side with stickers, gems or the images on the next
page. Glue one to each side of the paper concertina leaving
1cm overhanging at the top and 4cm at the bottom. 

6. Gently open the concertina and apply a thin line of glue
to the bottom of the paper. Refold then tie ribbon or wool
around the base of the fan. Make a tight knot and tie the
loose ends into a bow.  

FAN-TASTIC
INSTRUCTIONS

Visit www.windsormuseum.org.uk for more resources.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Safety scissors
Glue stick
A4 paper or brown paper

How to make a fantastic fan 

Stickers (or print
the next page) 
Ribbon or wool

What you need:

Ask a responsible adult to share a photo of
your fan with us on Twitter, Facebook or

Instagram using #LoveRoyalBorough.

Card (cereal box)
Felt tips
Colouring pencils

http://windsormuseum.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/Windsor_Museum
https://www.facebook.com/WindsorRoyalBoroughMuseum
https://www.instagram.com/windsor_museum/


FAN-TASTIC
Ideas for decoration

Visit www.windsormuseum.org.uk for more resources.

 If you do not have any stickers, print this page, cut out
the pictures you like and glue them onto your fan.  

http://windsormuseum.org.uk/

